
Before coming to Cologne – Checklist 

o Contact GSGS Doctoral Council (help with visa / housing issues)

o Checklist from Welcome Center: https://uni-koeln.de/en/university/at-a-

glance/international/international-scholars

o Register with Welcome Center: https://uni-

koeln.de/en/research/international/welcome-centre

o Check your passport

o Check entry regulations and apply for a visa: https://uni-

koeln.de/en/research/international/welcome-centre/visa-and-residence-

permit

o Arrange for health insurance and other insurances

o Plan ahead for housing: https://uni-

koeln.de/en/research/international/welcome-centre/further-information-and-

services/accommodation

o Student homes of the University to Cologne: https://www.kstw.de/en/student-

housing/

o Public Transportation in Cologne & average costs for living in Cologne

o Learn German - inform about possibilities: DaF / German as a Foreign Language 

(https://geosciences.uni-koeln.de/gsgs/training-and-events/training-by-

others/daf-german-as-a-foreign-language)

o Sports at UoC: https://unisport.koeln/index_eng.html

o Regionale Hochschulgruppen / Regional university groups: https://portal.uni-

koeln.de/international/studium-in-koeln/eingeschriebene-internationale-

studierende/internationale-hochschulgruppen

o Aufnahmevereinbarung / Hosting Agreement; Letter of Invitation for VISA 

application
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